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‘It's a miracle she’s still alive’

Family holds fund-raiser for
daughter who needs transplant

By Brian Wellner
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Georgi and Frank Clements
think it'e & mirncle thir daugh-
ter; Mia, was ever bom.

Thi Villa Park couple discov-
eud thelr balw was born with-
ot two fuenctioning kidneys, o
condition specintists ame calling
pactremely rare.

Min requires a machine to
breathe, (s smaller twn most
infants her age and 15 in need of
A fAimemioning kickney Her par-
emis had 1o moake the difficult
tecksion of whether (o keep the
faby awlive on g Dreathing
muechine or let her go

In November, doctors at Loy-
ol University Medical Center
i Maywood induced labor 10
weeks before Min was due after
lemrning the amniotic fluid, a
chikl's lifeline, was
: “ﬂumrhmgntit would
happen to you,”™ Georgi
Clerents said “You hear other
cnses and wonder how are thiry
50 . 1 have a choice to
denl with the disease and love
this baby. II' we don’t take care
of the baby the way we do,
shell die.”

She ndded, “li's o miracle
she’s sl abve.’

“We were 10ddd 1his was a mire
case, that sl habdes winbdn’t
live in this condition,” Frank
Clermessts said

The Clemenis recadbed
thelr haby, welghing a lile
frre thoan 3 pownds af birth,
unchiersend five surEsrkes dor-
g beer Tt v weeks

. Mmiblian Whogasces, pou
fessar o pedinirics o Lovola,
mezde fhe decision (o tdece
fabor Hovieg monitored ha's
progres weeks belome she was
borty, b sadd thnt ber ammiodie
Mudd cropped to nothing, cous

How 10 help

Theere will be a benei] din-
ner at iha Elmhors] Elks Lodge
1531, 711 51 Charles Ropd,
Sunday, Juna 22, Tickals ars
85 for adulis and $3 for chil-
dran aged 4 to 11, The dinnar

i opan 1o the poblic.

g her lurggs tosheivel wp.

=Shae: was surviving inoa dry
environment, And that's like o
bear hug on the lungs’
Sorasces sabd, “If ghe staved
any longer in the womb, she
would hive died from squashed
fungs.”

Reports say children born as
earty as Mia have a 90 percen!
chance of survival. Bul the
Clements feared their baby
wioalldn'l survive surgery or

Kidriey Foundation of Tllinois,

Mia hns & rare case of mult-

in which an abnormal kidney
large cysis and eventual-
stops functioming.

Dy David A. Hatch, director
of pediatric kidoey transplants
at Loyola, said mfants with the
diseaze typically sulfer one
malfunctioning  kidney, citing
nne in 5,000 children borm with
the comdition.

"I wery onusual o ol
both Kidneys ot functioning,”
T sanlel, *Pvae Beeen ot Loynka for
I3 wers and [ have never soml
wieh s cases "

This wis not good news for
the Clements, whio feeded
inpul an how o toke care of
Plicke 100 daugslanes

W owere fotally 1o ihe
dirke,” Gearg said W heard a
b ol 1T dond Knows™ and
Mlavhes " Dottors condddn’ gven
give wid 4 definition of her dis
eagar. W Tound informnd boa

J
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Tha Clemnaents family pose for a picture Juna 17 in their Vita Park home. Frank Claments holds his son, Frankie,
while Georgi hoids their daughier, Mia, shown wearing a diatysis tube. Mia was bom in November without iwo

functioning kidneys,
from a doctor's study on the
Inmternet.”

Frank added, "We didnmn
know about 1 and the doctors
didn’t know. Thal was the kard-
el part,”

Mia required peritoneal dinl-
yais 1o breathe and dischange
tocins. '

Findieg & kidney donor may
ot ke long. Mewhorm chils
dren ém ah-.'&_l..'!. e lop of
wial & o oowesiting list ol
534017 people  The nfanr will
nesd o greew o 22 ponds
bt inderpoing & ranspant

Creoinn has affered t donate
ane of Bet kidney s tn bat
changhier

With tromoglams averaging
BAROOD, inising funds 10 pay
Pee bt sl bt emetlloul eosts

Frank Clements suid that
keeping Mia alive on dialysis
has alreacy cost the Family
SE00,000. As a  unioned
plumber, Clements’ insurance
company will pay as much as
£1 million in medical expenses.
But the family fears that will
diminish before Min has her
transplint. And even alter her
transpiland, the lamily will nesd
to provide medications 1 assis
Loy Ty

Fumnily memibers nnd iriends
of the Chrmerns have ereated o
Whb sile: mirackesforminoom
The Weh site willl assist aryone
wishing © dome money and
prosdicde  regulor update: oo
Mlua's evmlinicn

The Hai fo Stay beauty saion on
S8 Charles Road has & charty cup

far  Wia

ba  eabies!  sanastions
Claments



